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�  
HIGH FIDELITY 

VS 
INFIDELITY 

 
OK, so you like music and have some 
of the best hardware around; good 
speakers, an external amplifier, and so 
forth.  Everything sounds good when 
you are playing CDs, but then you 
start playing all of the 96kbps MP3 
files that you shoehorned onto your 
iPod, phone and/or computer – 
YUCK! 
 
Music takes up a lot of hard drive 
space, so MP3 was developed as a 
lossy compression format which 
provides sound that is “good enough”.  
Well, if you are outside or in a car 
with “good enough” is OK, but if 
you’re sitting in your home listening 
to your expensive audio equipment, it 
just doesn’t cut it. 
 
MP3 sounds good in theory, because it 
removes sound that human’s probably 
can’t hear or notice…but in reality, 
MP3 files have a tendency to delete 
overlapping audio, cut out upper and 
lower ranges of sound (treble and low 
bass). 
 
MP3 files are created with sampling 

rates of from 96kbps to 320kbps.  The 
more information included means 
higher quality sound and larger files. 
 
Even 320kbps MP3 is still pretty lame 
in a quiet room.  Just rip a CD into an 
MP3 file and then compare the sound 
from the CD and the MP3 file. 
 
On the other end of the spectrum, 
there are .wav files which are lossless, 
lose nothing and have very large file 
sizes. 
 

The good compromise is a lossless 

compression format such as the 
competing FLAC and Apple Lossless 
formats.  The key here is that lossless 

compression puts back what it takes 
out, so that the sound is very close to 
the original.  The tradeoff is that 
lossless compression files are larger 
than MP3 files but have good sound 
quality. 
 
There are several lossless compression 
formats, but the leading contenders are 
FLAC and Apple Lossless.  FLAC has 
the advantage of being playable on a 
wide variety of audio 
software…except the ubiquitous 
iTunes.  Apple Lossless is the opposite 
– it can only be played with iTunes or 
on Apple hardware (iPod, iPad, Apple 
computers, iPhone).   
 
In any case, if you rip (copy) music 
from CDs, I hope you start using a 
lossless compression format instead of 
MP3.  Keep in mind though, that 
converting an MP3 file to a lossless 
format file won’t improve the sound.  
It’s garbage in, garbage out. 
 
That said, I do convert music files 
from lossless to 320kbit MP3 when I 
want to play the music in my car, 
because many newer cars have CD 
systems that will play audio CDs as 
well as MP3 files.  This allows me to 
set up a CD with perhaps 4-5 albums 
on it instead of a single CD album.  
Since I don’t have a Rolls Royce 
(rumored to be so quiet you can only 
hear the clock tick), the car noise 
makes MP3 music very playable in the 
car, particularly with the windows 
open. 
 
Back to the title of this piece – Paul 
Klipsch used to make arguably the 
best speakers for home use.  He often 
described music from his speakers as 
“There is no such thing as 'high 

fidelity'. Either you've got fidelity or 

you've got infidelity." 
 
 
 

NAME THAT TUNE 
 
Back in the days of black & white TV 
there was a panel show titled “Name 
That Tune” where panelists tried to 
guess what a tune was from only a few 
notes.  Can you do that? 
 
Let’s say you are somewhere where 
there is background music, listening 
on the radio, or perhaps bring played 
at a dance.  Have no fear – Sound 

Hound is here. 
 
Sound Hound is a free app for 
Android and iOS phones.  (Side note – 
iOS refers to any Apple device).  You 
just bring out your phone, start up 
Sound Hound, and after a minute or 
so, you will be given information 
about the song – unless it is very 
obscure. 
 
By information, I mean that (assuming 
it is from a recorded source and not 
live) Sound Hound will tell you the 
name of the song, the performer, the 
name of the album (CD or LP), year of 
release, and other information. 
 
It works pretty well.  Often at a 
“milonga” (where people like myself 
and my wife go to dance Argentine 
Tango), we may not know the tune 
that is being played, and Sound Hound 
will usually identify the song.  
Actually music played by a DJ is a 
great test because some music is pretty 
obscure and not easily identifiable 
other than by asking the DJ what is 
being played. 
 
 

WiFi VS LTE 
 
If you use a phone or a tablet that gets 
internet over the cell phone signal, you 
almost undoubtedly have a cell phone 
provider plan in which you are given a 
limit of how much data can be 
downloaded each month, and you pay 
for anything over the limit. 
 
Internet connections coming through 
your cell phone connection are usually 



a version of LTE.  Depending on 
where you are, you may be receiving 
either a 3G or 4G LTE signal.  4G is 
newer about 10 times faster than 3G, 
but not all areas have 4G.  In fact, 
many rural areas may not even have 
3G, in which case the connection will 
be even slower. 
 
The way to avoid running up a cell-
phone provider’s data plan bill, and 
also get a faster connection, set your 
cell phone or tablet to use a WiFi 
connection whenever possible.   
 
On a phone or tablet (Android or iOS) 
you will usually see either 3G, 4G, or 
a WiFi signal strength icon.  If you are 
on WiFi then the 3G or 4G symbol 
will be greyed out.   
 
Whenever I am in range of a WiFi 
signal and want to look something up 
on the internet, I connect to that signal 
so that I don’t burn up data usage, 
which can add up fast once you reach 
your monthly data limit.  Of course, if 
you are paying for a cell phone plan 
that has an unlimited data plan, this is 
not an issue. 
 
Speed is, however, an important issue.  
WiFi connections can be noticeably 
faster than even a 4G LTE connection, 
depending on whether you have cable 
or DSL internet.  With download 
speeds of around 5-12Mbps, and peak 
download speeds of up to 50Mbps, 4G 
LTE is somewhat faster than DSL 
which maxes out at around 6Mbps.  
Cable internet connections in my area 
are in the 50-100Mbps download 
range, which is still much faster. 
 
Since each phone connects to a WiFi 
signal differently, if you don’t know 
how to connect to available WiFi 
signals, go to YouTube and try to find 
a video tutorial for connecting your 
device to a WiFi signal.  Just put in 
the model of your phone/tablet and the 
words “How to connect to WiFi” and 
you will probably find a nice tutorial. 
 

 
GO TO THE OPERA 

 
Internet Explorer - Firefox - Chrome – 
Safari: You are probably already 
familiar with these names of browsers 
for accessing the internet.  If you have 
Windows 10, you also probably know 

about the Edge browser that Microsoft 
has introduced as the successor to the 
venerable Internet Explorer.  Opera is 
another lean and mean browser that 
has been around for several years, and 
is finally coming into its’ own, 
developing a reputation for being 
extremely fast at loading web pages. 
 
The latest version of Opera is the first 
browser that has a built-in ad blocker.  
According to Opera, turning the ad-
block feature on can reduce the time to 
load web pages by as much as 90% 
over not-using the ad blocker.  The 
latest edition (April 2016) of PCWorld 
magazine confirmed this in testing. 
 
The PCWorld article states that the 
author “found that loading a page on 

The San Francisco Chronicle’s 

SFGate.com page took 3.39 seconds to 

become navigable with ads enabled, 

and 1.63 seconds without.” 
 
While this seems nice – and it is - ad-
blocking software, whether 
incorporated into the browser or as an 
add-on, raises issues about the effect 
on websites.  Many, if not most, 
websites depend on advertising to 
keep the site up and running.  They are 
so dependent on advertising that some 
websites are constructed so that they 
will display only partially or not at all 
without ad-blockers enabled. 
 
To read the entire article, click on this 
link:  
http://www.pcworld.com/article/3042
172/browsers/operas-testing-a-
browser-that-kills-ads-accelerating-
webpage-loading-by-up-to-90-
percent.html  
 

 
WEB PAGE PRINTING 

 
Sometimes you print a web page and it 
comes out very nice.  Other web pages 
print very funky, such as cutting off 
the right side of a web page and 
printing it onto a separate sheet of –
paper. 
 
There are a number of add-ons that 
can not only help print web pages 
properly, but can also allow you to 
print only selected parts of a web 
page. 
 

As an example, if you are using 
Firefox, and click on Tools – Add-ons, 
you will see the Add-ons Manager 
displayed.  In the Add-ons Manager 
you then do a search for the word 
print and you will see several that can 
be incorporated into Firefox that will 
help print web pages.  Some browsers 
and printer manufacturers even have 
add-ons that allow you to print to your 
printer from your phone or tables, over 
the internet. 
 
To find about what add-ons are 
available for a browser do a search 
(Google, DuckDuckGo, Yahoo, etc) 
using the format add-ons <name of 

browser>    (i.e.  add-ons Chrome, or 
add-ons-Opera) and then go to the 
search result on that browser’s 
website. 
 
 

AMAZING PHONES 
 
Consider, though, what a modern cell 
phone can do: 
 
1. Phones have replaced the use of 
low and mid-priced point-and-shoot 
cameras.  Most people just take photos 
with their phone. 
 
2. I just got back from a week of 
skiing, listening to my selected 
playlist of tunes that I put on my 
phone and listen to through speakers 
built into my helmet.  If the phone 
rings, I can answer the call by pressing 
a button on the cable, Best of all, the 
speaker system only cost $35.  Wow! 
 
3. And let’s not forget the 24/7 
internet accessibility for looking up 
info. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


